

1558 Rifleman Victor H YOUNG
1st/9th Battalion London Regiment (Queen Victoria’s Rifles)

LINK TO COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION (C.W.G.C.)
Rifleman Victor H. Young | War Casualty Details 912441 | CWGC

The research on Victor Harry Young was carried out by the late Sue Tressler.  He was not one of the original Felpham’s Fallen chosen for research, but his name is on his parents’ grave-marker in St. Mary’s 
church-yard so he was included.

The Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium

[image: YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL - CWGC]







The 1901 census shows Victor H Young, age 6, living at 96 Victoria Road, Willesden Middlesex with his parents, Harry & Mary Ann, sister Christine Gladys and brother Harold Dudley. Victor was born in Chiswick. His father was an Inspector with the Gas. Light & Coke Company.
1901 census
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By 1911 Victor was a Clerk working for the Gas. Light & Coke Company and living at 34 Mulgrade Road, Dollis Hill, Neasden, by this time there was a third son Joseph William.

1911 census
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Victor volunteered at Neasden and was assigned the army rank and number Rifleman 1558 of the Queen Victoria’s Rifles.  This battalion had a long history, it was an original volunteer force fighting in the Napoleonic wars.

By 1908 it had become a Territorial Army Battalion with the official title of the 9th (County of London), Battalion, London Regiment (Queen Victoria’s Rifles), known almost universally as the QVR’s. When the call came for the British Army to mobilise on 4th August 1914 the QVR’s were at their annual summer training camp at Crowborough in Esat Sussex.

Ten thousand men served in the QVR’s from August 1914 to November 1919. At this time it was acknowledged by the military leaders that without the Territorials it would have been impossible to hold the lines in France and Belgium and the Germans would have reached the Channel.

The QVR’s or the “Fighting Cockneys” as they were called arrived in France in November 1914.  They were one of the first Territorial battalions to arrive in France and the first Territorial regiment to win a V.C. 1914 was stated to be the wettest on record.
Their first casualty occurred in the trenches in December.  A and C companies played football on Boxing Day, despite the fact that the men were “sinking (in the mud) up to their thighs” in the trenches.
The men were already suffering from what became known as “Trench Foot”, it was noted that “The men’s feet…after being in the trenches all swollen up and it is awfully hard for them to get their boots on again if they take them off…”
The Battalion suffered away from the trenches. Their Headquarters were shelled resulting in death and wounding, with several men losing lower limbs. Individuals showed courage in helping the wounded. Corporal Brown who unfortunately, later died was helped to hospital by Rifleman Clevely. Both men had previously worked for the London and Smith’s bank in London.  Later, men with such close connections were recruited as official policy into Pal’s Battalions” with horrendous results for towns, villages and workplaces losing a whole generation of their young men.
The QVR’s were bombed by a Zeppelin, however, most of the men were worried that the “football ground” would “become a crater” but luckily no bomb dropped on the pitch. Much worse was to come.
The battle of Ypres and the fight for Hill 60 occurred during April 1915.  The hill had been made by spoil created by a new railway line installed to move goods back and forth to the front line. The hill was mined. On April 17th at 7 p.m. the mines were “fired” creating what was described as “an earthquake”. At this time the QVR’s were in rest billets 5 miles away. German reinforcements poured in and fighting continued all through the night and all of the following day, by 6 p.m. on the 18th the Germans ha succeeded in recovering part of the southern edge of the hill…The Germans were fired on with heavy artillery followed by close hand-to-hand combat with bayonets. At 2 p.m. the next day the Germans unleashed gas onto the troops.
Hill 60 - World War One Battlefields (ww1battlefields.co.uk)
On Thursday 22nd April the QVR’s had moved under heavy fire to the railway cutting, “An aviator reported that a yellow…white…greenish yellow cloud higher than a man” could be seen. This was chlorine gas.  The QVR’s had no equipment for gas attacks. They marched to a canal bank and slept there for the night. They moved to the trenches “…from the 23rd to the 25th the Regiment was involved “…in very heavy fighting…2 Officers wounded 21 (Riflemen) killed 76…wounded…5…missing 6 died of wounds, on the 26th the Battalion was relieved…” Captain Culme Seymour’s diary notes “…it’s been a big fight … we’ve been right in it and it really was awful…our machine gun sections… only 5 men and no guns left we have only got 200 men altogether left… we should have done and be doing much better if it wasn’t for those beastly gases… they have issued us with cloths now to pit over one’s nose and mouth …you have to damp them first…”. During the battle the QVR’s watched in horror as a bomb caused a huge fire wiping out a Canadian battalion.
Corporal Harold Sendall recalled the first day in the trenches as “the worst of the lot…the Germans…sent over some ‘Jack Johnsons’ (A large German shell giving off dark smoke) with a view to make you run then comes shrapnel to catch you as you run
Rifleman Sidney Seymour, in civilian lie a “well known…North London footballer…and an entertainer at Enfield Club Concerts” wrote “”…we only had rifles and bandoliers (a shoulder belt for cartridges) but… had to get on with it we went up to the front right into the thick of things… the trench filled with dead and wounded, bullets firing across, shells bursting, grenades and trench mortars…so effective were we… they gave up attacking and back they went… a bad day for us at the company roll call… the strain wa awful and to see your pals go one by one adds to the horror we cried like children and were completely broken up…were in it again the day after…” It was during this period that Rifleman Victor Harry young was killed in action at the age of 20. He is commemorated at the Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium, as his grave is in an unknown place.
Of the ten thousand men of the QVR’s by 1919, 76 Officers died, 1385 menwere killed in action, 737 were transferred to other battalions “…making the total death toll of 1,552 (c. 5.5%). 
A monument was erected by the survivors of the QVR’s on Hill 60 but this was destroyed by the Germans during the Second World War, a smaller monument remains there.
de Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour
YOUNG, Victor Harry, Rifleman No. 1558, 9th Battn., (Queen Victoria’s Rifles) The London Regt., (T.F.) s. of Harry Young, of 34, Mulgrave Road, Neasden, N.W., by his wife Mary A., dau. of W.H. Lloyd b. Gunnersbury, 19 Jan.1895; educ. Askes, Haberdashers, Hampstead Schools; was a Staff Clerk in the office of the Gas, Light & Coke Co. joined the Queen Victorias Rifles in 1912; volunteered for foreign service on the outbreak of war in Aug.1914; went to France, 2 Nov. and was killed in action at the Second Battle of Ypres, 23rd April 1915; ?; Buried there. (Shown at right hand column bottom of page)
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Index to Ypres Menin Gate Memorial
His name is centred on the 13th row
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YOUNG, Rfn.Victor H.1558, 1st Bn.Queen Victoria’s Rifles. 23rd April, 1915,
Column two item 4
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Register of Soldiers’ Effects
Young Victor Harry 9th Bn.Lon Regt.(2VR) Rfman 1558 22.4.15 In action
£3.6.3 and £3 War Gratuity Fr Harry
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WW1 Medal Rolls Index card
Victor was entitled to the 1914 Star with clasp and the Victory & British War medals.
[image: A close-up of a register
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Some medals have a horizontal metal bar worn on the ribbon and inscribed '5th Aug.-22nd Nov. 1914', this distinguished those who had served under enemy fire.
This clasp was replaced by a small silver rosette when the ribbon was worn without the medal. There were approximately 378,000 1914 Stars issued.
(Imperial War Museum)



WW1 Service Medal & Award Rolls
1558 Rfn. YOUNG Victor H. 9th Lond.R. Rfn. 1(a) 5.11.14. to 23.4.15 K.A, 23.4.15
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St. Mary’s churchyard, Felpham
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Royal British Legion 
Every One Remembered - Soldier Profile Victor h. Young
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YOUNG, Rfn. Norman Stuart, 2497.
Queen Victoria’s Rifles. 21st April, 1915.

YOUNG, Rfn. Peter, 6971. 2nd Bn. King’s
Royal Rifle Corps. 31st Oct., 1914. Age 30.
Husband of Margaret Ellen Ford (formerly Young),
of 5, Beswick St., Viaduct St., Ardwick,
Manchester.

YOUNG, Pte. Peter, 7742. 1st Bn. Black Watch.
29th Oct., 1914. Age 33. Son of the late Mr. and
Mrs. William Young ; husband of Elizabeth H.
Young, of 12, Baxter St., Dundee.

YOUNG, Pte. Richard, 5198. 1st Bn. Royal
Munster Fusiliers. 12th Aug., 1917. Age 21.
Son of Mrs. M. J. Young, of Belvidere, Cork.

YOUNG, Pte. Robert, 1297. 1st/7th Bn. North-
umberland Fusiliers. 26th April, 1915.

YOUNG, Pte. Robert, 18047. 7th Bn. Border
Regt. 16th Feb., 1916. Age 26. Son of Mary
Alice Williamson, of 1, Jackson Terrace, Jackson
St., London Rd., Manchester.

YOUNG, Pte. Robert, 238063. 8th Bn. Seaforth
Highlanders. 3rd Aug., 1917. Age 19. Son of
Alexander and Mary Eleanor Young of
“ Thornlea,” Wilton Hill, Hawick.

YOUNG, Pte. Robert L., 1259. 4th Bn. Gordon
Highlanders. 25th Sept., 1915.

YOUNG, Serjt. Robert Stanton, 18404. 2nd Bn.
East Lancashire Regt.  31st July, 1917. Age 22.
Son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Young, of 36, Eckers-
ley Rd., Bolton.

YOUNG, Pte. Sidney, 12411.
Yorkshire Regt. 3rd April, 1916.
YOUNG, 2nd Lt. Sydney Vernon. 56th Field
Coy. Royal Engineers.  Died of wounds 25th Sept.,
1915. Age 18. Son of Professor Sydney Young,
FR.S., and Grace Young, of 13, Clyde Rd.,
Dublin. Educated at Charterhouse and R.M.A.
Woolwich.

YOUNG, Pte. Thomas, 4729. 2nd Bn. Scots
Guards, 215t Oct., 1914.

YOUNG, Pte. Thomas, 34647. oth Bn. Loyal
North Lancs Regt. 8th June, 1917. Age 30.
Son of Daniel and Hannah Young, of 29, Holmside
Place, Blyth; husband of Elizabeth Beattie
(formerly Young), of 31, Holmside Place, Cowpen
Quay, Blyth, Northumberland.

YOUNG, Pte. Thomas, 36234. 6th/7th Bn.
Royal Scots Fusiliers. 31st July, 1917.

1st Bn.

12th Bn. West

K New Known Te Be BuRED N
RBEDFRD HOUSE CEMETERY ENC.Ne b

*F FOUNGR

YOUNG, Spr. Thomas Robert, 15678.
Field Coy. Royal Engineers. 1st Nov., 1914.
Age 28. Husband of Kate Lilian Young, of
Rochester Rd., Burham, Rochester.

YOUNG, Pte. Tom, 23760. 20th Bn. Durham
Light Inf. 31st July, 1917. Age 34. Son of
William and Elizabeth Lee, of 12, Eden St.,
West Hartlepool ; husband of Margaret Young
of Abbey Cottage, East Cliff, Whitby, Yorks.

YOUNG, Rfn. Victor H., 1558. 1st Bn. Queen
Victoria’s Rifles. 23rd April, 1915.

YOUNG, Rfn. Walter, 6050. 3rd Bn. King’s
Royal Rifle Corps. 24th May, 1915.

Wak r h-Ba-Dosth
A 7 7
toishire-Regi—i9th June. 4917

YOUNG, Pte. Walter Albert, G/2225. “D  Coy.
4th Bn. Middlesex Regt. 14th March, 1915. Age
21.  Only son of Fanny Maria Young, of 17,
Creighton Avenue, East Ham, London, and the
late Walter James Young.

YOUNG, Pte. William, 285071. 6th Bn. Seaforth
Highlanders. 31st July, 1917. Age 20. Son of
Mrs. Margaret Young, of 5, Seedhill Rd., Paisley.

YOUNG, Pte. William Charles, 3112. “D”
Coy. 15t Bn. Monmouthshire Regt. 8th May, 1915.
Age 24. Husband of Mary Young, of 24, Pugsley
St., Newport, Mon.

YOUNG, Rfn. William E., 315218.
London Rifle Brigade. 16th Aug., 1917.

YOUNG, Rfn. William Harold, S/12045. 9th
Bn. The Rifle Brigade. 25th Sept., 1915. Age 21.
Son of Joseph Henry and Eliza Alice Young, of
46, Durham Rd., South Ealing, London.

YOUNG, Pte. William Henry, 42391. 17th Bn.
The King’s Liverpool Regt. 31st July, 1917. Age
30. Husband of Margaret Young, of 70, Duckin-
field St., Liverpool.

YOUNG, Pte William Norris, 2594. 1st/4th Bn.
King’s Own Yorkshire Light Inf. 11th Oct., 1915.
Age 19. Son of Charles and Annie Elizabeth
Young, of 24, High Petergate, York.

YOUNG, Pte. William Samuel, 7168. 4th
Dragoon Guards. 11th May, 1915. Age 20.
Son of Mrs. Grace C. Young, of 89, Durban Rd.,
‘West Norwood, London.

YOUNGER, Pte. James, 2667. 2nd Bn.
Northumberland Fusiliers. 26th May, 1915.

26th

P

2nd Bn.

1629

INDEX No. M.R.29
YPRES

(MENIN GATE)
MEMORIAL
PART XXXVI
(UK)





image7.png




image8.png
. KXol R

YouNG

TPeli01 3 3 VK v

15 %) ficder g

!/M.éﬁf‘»(

4 L

EIunag. /1035 ,6)t

Address.





image9.png
=

(To be rendered in dupticate.)

S5 LONDON .

ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Vietory Medal audfs Bricish War Modal granted under Army Ondens

REGIMENT OR CORPS.

266 & 301

B e s e T

—
e B s
i B

i ‘

e

B

| o W

.

B
| Bgnn. M BLLIOTT. Axsinas. e
Bfn..y| EELL Sydney. donn. 98h. Lord B,
“BAGOARIEY. ExneatBpoPeydin. Lond.b.

M. BIGKING. RODGRE........| ... 9WR. LoD,
Ffne.¥| HALSE HoraoeLesiie | . 9th Lond A,

. 9. OB .

ey msead wih by
o 1ot Besl. Kon
henda o bighue v whidhee
bt i o oy,
s s baing b b
forny poriod 3 e of War,

Gorg whih s
i

13!
1595... 5.,

134 . B
1429, ROn

1438, Aana

- A60... S

L/Cp1Y BARDWLOK. Franik. ALfx
1-Gp1.—. ¥ mAsEAR Bowera. Alan.
| GREE. sl ez, OANAL

. gth.Lond.&,
9t Lond ..
98B, 1ond B

e I LIODR
FERGELL. Pexeivel. dohn. 9%k Lond
KBALE. 111100, CAXTHR. G148 LONG .

LR Lo0a 1Fa
| ¥OUNG. Fictor. K. S4B, Londa R

/| GLARK. demes. BAobORd... 9W.LOBGFue

ALTTeAIELONG. .

9th. Lo iR

9th Lond.R..

9%h.Lond R.

| LE.VOI. Edward.
oo e

2472...5
1agke. JpLX.
A58, BIRS,

1592... 820,
1598... 2Rt

Y (N

%I/e,) galas
[} 5114 ko

S
2./, Zn. 6135
8).305. 3,116,
18). 100 5215
(@), 5.11.14
().

0. 291 415
250100450
152416,
25,1015,
28] 106
9. 9.
B
211
VI

lla3d

9)‘

Close awseind (1 b s bask)

Record of dipsal of

REMARKS

| ) Dopaceod by P

) Takon o ok

}m 2444 115
K.

’ﬁi‘_‘i_m.5,.m,

Dlia5akalia.

K990
D206
Kab 191235

T centify that sceonding to the Oficial Jccords the individuals naned in this ROLL are enticled to the Medal or Modals us detailod sbove,

9- T andlilec u Gol.
entcy Sedords Lond

Sigrnture and rank of Offcer certifyini.





image10.jpeg




image1.jpeg




