

	G/4214 Private G. BRIDGER
	9th Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment

LINK TO COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION (C.W.G.C.)
Private G Bridger | War Casualty Details 444952 | CWGC
The 1911 census for Slindon shows George BRIDGER, Head of the family aged 43, married, working as a Carter on a farm, and that he was born in Yapton Sussex; 
His wife was Edith Bridger,age 43, they had been married for 22 years 7 months 7 days, she was born in Landport Hants,
In 1911 they had five children. George aged 16 an Assistant Carter on a farm born in East Grinstead Sussex.  There were three daughters; Dulcie 13 & Mabel 9 both at school and both born in Woking Surrey also Ettie (sic) aged 3 born in Slindon
Sussex and son Cecil 1 also born Slindon.  They were all living at 66 Court Hill Slindon Arundel
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By 1912 the family had moved to Felpham.

The electoral roll for the parish of Felpham in 1912 shows George & Edith BRIDGER at Innerwhyke Cottage.  The Felpham rate book for 1912 shows George BRIDGER at Cottage & garden (next to Summerley cottages).
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission shows him as G. BRIDGER, son of Mrs E. BRIDGER of 4 Manor Cottages Felpham (which to date I have not been able to locate but I believe they are Innerwhyke Cottages?).
St Wilfred's Bognor show him as George William age 21, father the late George BRIDGER, mother Edith Harriett PHILLIPS.
The Felpham Roll of Honour shows him as George William, son of Mr & Mrs E BRIDGER, born in East Grinstead, enlisted Chichester.
The National Archives record card shows him as John.
Each of the above references show him as being G/4214 Private, in the 9th Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment, so there's not much doubt that we are talking about the same man but why are there these differences.
Date of Entry into Theatre 31.8.15
9th (Service) Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment (During WW2 known as the "Shiny Ninth" but I have been unable to establish why).
https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/2022/royal-sussex-regiment/
Sept 1914 Formed at Chichester as part of the Third New Army (K3) and then moved to South Downs to join the 73rd Brigade of the 24th Division.
Dec 1914 Moved to Portslade and then to Shoreham and on to Woking.
01.09.1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne and the Division engaged in various actions on the Western Front including;
1915 The Battle of Loos
1916 The German gas attack at Wulverghem, The Battle of Delville Wood, The Battle of Guillemont.
Graves Registration
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The Gas attacks at Wulverghem in the municipality of Heuvelland were two German cloud gas attacks during World War I on British troops near Ypres in the Belgian province of West 	Flanders. The first gas discharge was on 30 April 1916 and on 17 June was followed by another. The gas attacks at Wulverghem were part of the sporadic fighting, which took place between battles in the Ypres Salient on the Western Front. The British Second 	Army held the ground from Messines Ridge north to Steenstraat. British divisions opposite the German XXIII Reserve Corps, had received warnings of a gas attack in the ten days beforehand. From 21–23 April, British artillery-fire exploded several gas cylinders in the German lines around Spanbroekmolen, which released greenish-yellow clouds of gas. A gas alert was given on 25 April, when the wind began to blow from the north-east and routine work was suspended; on 29 April, two German soldiers deserted and warned that 	an attack was imminent. Just after midnight on 30 April, the German attack began and a gas cloud moved on the wind through no man's land, into the British defences and then south-west towards Bailleul.
17/6/1916 G/4214 Private G BRIDGER Killed In Action.
1916
June		TRENCHES
1st and 2nd Quiet.
3rd Relieved by 13th Battalion Middlesex Regt.  
Battalion moved back to Brigade Reserve at RED LODGE.
4th and 5th Quiet.  We had to find large working Parties.
6th to 8th Quiet.
9th Quiet.  Capt. F.E. OKHELY (?) struck off the strength.  Sick to England.
10th Quiet.
11th Quiet. Relieved 13th Bn. Middlesex Regt. in the Trenches.
		TRENCHES
12th Quiet. Draft of 45 O.R. arrived
13th to 15th Quiet.
14th and 15th	Quiet.
16th Quiet by day. Germans made a gas attack at about 12.30 a.m.on 17th.
17th There was no infantry attack. Gas lasted about 40 minutes in 3 continuous waves. Men wore  their gas helmets for 1 hour and twenty minutes.  A heavy bombardment went on during the gas also heavy Machine Gun Fire. A large number of men were gassed. Relieved by the 26th Bn. 7th Australian Brigade.
		G/4214 Private G. BRIDGER died.
Battalion moved back in motor lorries to ST JANS CAPPEL.
Capt. ROGERSON , 2nd Lt BANHAM 2nd Lt HERRY slightly gassed
		ST. JOHN CAPPEL.
18th Quiet
19th Quiet. Draft of 42 O.R, arrived.
20th Quiet. Battalion moved from ST JANS CAPPEL to WAKEFIELD HUTS near LOCRE.  Divisional Reserve.
		WAKEFIELD HUTS
21st Capt. ROGERSON returned from Hospital. Draft of 13 O.R, arrived.
22nd 200 All ranks from 9th Bn Royal Sussex Regt. 7th Bn Northamptonshire Regt and 		400 from 72nd B’de inspected by G.O.C. 2nd army.
23rd and 24th Quiet.
25th Church Parade at Y.M.C.A. Hut Locre.
27th Relieved 13th Bn, Middlesex  Regt. in Trenches.
		TRENCHES
28th	Several raids took place on our right. Enemy retaliated heavily all along our lines, 		with Trench mortars, minenwerfers & Shelling.
29th	Enemy very restless and bombarded our line 3 times during the night.
30th	Quiet.									JOHN LANGDON, Lt. Col.,
									Comdg. 9th Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
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Inscriptions
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G/4214 Private G, Bridger, Royal Sussex Regiment 17th June 1916

Medal index card for George Bridger
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Soldiers died in the Great War
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Ration Farm Annexe Belgium



There are no records for George (Snr.) or for Edith being buried at St. Mary's Felpham.  A George Bridger is shown on Free BMD as having died in the March quarter of 1914 in the Westhampnett Registration District which includes Slindon. An Edith H Bridger died in the Chichester Registration District, which also includes Slindon, in 1955 aged 86 so born about 1869.
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BATES, Pte. H,, 8862. 2nd Bn. Manchester
Regt. 11th Jan, 1915. I. A. 8.

BATES, Pte. J. H.,, 7931. 13th Bn. Middlesex
Regt. Killed in action 30th April, 1916. Age 35.
Son of Thomas and Clara Bates; husband of
Edith Long (formerly Bates), of 34, Brampton St.,
Ross, Herefordshire. II. A. 10,

BERRIMAN, Pte. F., S/2306. oth Bn. Royal
Sussex Regt. 17th May, 1916. Son of Mrs. P.
Berriman, of 14, St. Pancras Place, Chichester.
. A o9

BIRD, Lce. Cpl. Henry, S/14835. 11th Bn. The
Rifle Brigade. 22nd July, 1916. Age 22. Son of
Charles William* Bird, of ¢2, Cornwall Rd.,
Notting Hill, London. III. B. 2.

BLACK, Serjt. James D., 8/14091. 8th Bn.
Royal Irish Rifles. 19th Aug., 1916. Age 20.
Son of John William and Isabella J. Black, of
12, Irwin Avenue, Strandtown, Belfast. 1I1.
G I

BLAKE, Pte. B, 2131. 1st Bn. East Surrey
Regt. 2nd March, 1915. I. A. 3.

BRAZIL, Pte. J., 7949. 2nd Bn. Leinster Regt.
sth April, 1916. Age 36. Son of July Brazil ;
husband of Mary Brazil, of 3, Lower Rutland St.,
Dublin. II. C. 18.

BREEN, Pte. W., 5715. 2nd Bn. Royal Dublin
Fusiliers. 26th March, 1915. Son of Mrs. B.
Breen, of 42, Coombe, Dublin. I. C. 3. '

BRENNAN, Pte. E.,, 838. 2nd Bn. Leinster
Regt. oth June, 1916. Age 30. Son of Edward
and Elizabeth Brennan. II. B. 13.

BRIDGER, Pte. G., G/4214. ¢th Bn. Royal
Sussex Regt. 17th June, 1916. Son of Mrs. E.
Bridger, of 4, Manor Cottages, Felpham, Bognor.
1. A. 20

BROWN, Lce. Cpl. Benjamin, G/3013. 9th Bn.
Royal Sussex Regt. Killed in action sth June,
1916. Age 21. Son of Mr. and Mrs. Brown, of
24, Grove St., Brighton. II. B. 8.

BRYANT, Lce. Cpl A, 20794. 7th Bn. North-
amptonshire Regt. 30th April, 1916. Age 26.
Husband of Elsie Bryant, of Wollaston Rd.,
Irchester, Wellingborough. II. C. 3.

BUNN, Cpl. James Francis, 777. 1st Bn. Royal
Warwickshire Regt. 23rd March, 1915. Age 27.
Son of James and Emma Louisa Bunn, of 71,
Shrubland St., Leamington Spa. I. D. 7.

BUNTING, Pte. W., 6157. oth Bn. Sherwood INDEX No. B. 49
Foresters, attd. 13th Bn. Royal Irish Rifles. RATION FARM
2oth Aug., 1916. Age 26. Husband of Rebecca ANNEXE
Gregory (formerly Bunting), of 14, The Green, BELGIUM

Clown, Chesterfield. III. B. 9.

BURNHAM, Lce. Cpl. Wallace Alfred, 13282.
“D?”» Coy. 7th Bn. Northamptonshire Regt.
Killed in action 17th June, 1916. Age 23. Son
of Alfred and Bertha Burnham, of Main Rd,,
Narborough, Leicester. Native of Long Buckby,
Rugby. II. B. 23.

BURTON, Pte. J., 3/8092. 1st Bn. Devonshire
Regt. 1oth March, 1915. Brother of Mr. 1.
Burnett, of 6, High St., Bampton, Devon. 1.
C. 8

BYRNE, Pte. J., 10558. 2nd Bn. Leinster Regt.
3oth March, 1916. Son of Mr. J. Byrne, of 11,
James Place, Athy, Co. Kildare. 1I.. C. 21:

BYRNE, Pte. P, 477. 2nd Bn. Leinster Regt.
4th June, 1916. Son of Mr. J. Byrne, of 20,
North Rd., Drogheda. II. B. 6.

BYRNE, Serjt. P. J., 7400. 2nd Bn. Leinster
Regt. 31st May, 1916. Husband of M. A.
Byrne, of 11, Braithwaite St., Dublin. IL. B. 4.

CAHILL, Pte. M., 10552. 2nd Bn. Leinster
Regt. sth April, 1916. Age 23. Son of Nannie
Farrell (formerly Cahill), of Tenelough, Carrick-
boy, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford. II. C. 16.

CAVANAGH, Pte. John, 2503. 2nd Bn. Man-
chester Regt. Killed in action 26th Feb., 1915.
Age 40. Husband of Mary Jane Cavanagh.
I. B. 10.

CLARKE, Pte. W. H., 10018. 2nd Bn. Leinster
Regt. 13th April, 1916. Son of Mr. H. Clarke,
of 3, Whorten Terrace, Harold’s Cross, Dublin.
1. G 15

COLLINGE, Serjt. R, 2743. 2nd Bn. Man-
chester Regt. - 215t March, 1915. Grandson of
Mrs. J. Collinge, of 11, Hulton St. Failsworth,
Manchester. 1. B. 4.

COLLINS, Pte. E. J., 11422. 1st Bn. Devonshire
Regt. 1oth March, 1915. Age 26. Husband of
Ellen Maria Way (formerly Collins), of 4,
Crickelpit Hill, Exeter. I. C. 10.

COLLINS, Lce. Cpl. James, 394I. 12th Bn.
Australian Inf. Killed in action 2nd Jan., 1918.
Age 27. Son of James and Bridget Collins.
Native of Forth, Tasmania. III. B. 16.
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