

	11485 Private William Charles BAXTER
	Scots Guards

LINK TO COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION (C.W.G.C.)
Private William Charles Baxter | War Casualty Details 165878 | CWGC

William Charles’s gravemarker at Chocques Military Cemetery, 
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William Charles Baxter was born in 1894 in Thurso, Caithness, Scotland the most northerly town on the British mainland.

His father, William, born in Peckham, London, in 1871 had married Charles (sic) Ann Mcgowan, also born in 1871, at Knockandu, Morayshire.  William was a Chief Officer with H.M. Coastguards.

William had one older brother, 3 younger brothers and a younger sister, Dorothy, all of whom were born in Scotland.

In 1901 William & Charles (sic) were resident in the civil parish of Bervie, Caithness. 





By 1911 William Charles appears on the England census resident with Emily Gilford a widow in Peckham, where his father was born, with her daughters.  He was described as a Nephew, age 16, Single, (working in a) Laundry, born Thurso, Caithness, (Visitor).   Emily was probably the widow of James Gilford, they had married in Camberwell in 1873 and had daughters Florence May and Ethel Jessie.




1911 census

[image: A close-up of a document

Description automatically generated]


Chief Officer Baxter was appointed to Felpham Station on 17th March 1912 and the family that included James born 1893, Herbert born 1897 and Arthur born in 1900 were living at Felpham when war was declared.  Felpham Coastguard Station was closed in the 1920's.





On 3rd October 1914 William enlisted in either the 1st or 2nd Battalion of the Scots Guards, there are conflicting records, and served with the British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.) from 16th April 1915.  
His attestation documents are on Findmypast but the details are not clear.
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11485 Private William Charles Baxter died at the 1st Casualty Clearing Station at Chocques on 19th May 1915, at the age of 20, and is buried in Chocques Military cemetery, France ref: I C 35.  He had only been in France for 34 days.

 May 1st Gonnchem
Fighting strength CO and Adj 16 Coy Office 862 Other ranks,exclusive of 29 machine-gunners ,21 Signallers and Orderlies,
13 Pioneers, 5 Snipers and 4 Trench-mortar men available for trenches.
2nd Paraded at 4.30 p.m. to relieve 5th Sussex in D3. Rue du Bois. Route W 13 D Y of Lannoy Pont Levis -Locon Lacouture and Windy Corner.  Arrived Windy Corner at 8 p.m.
3rd During the morning the Germans shelled the support trenches considerably and also put several bombs into the front trenches.  We bombarded their trenches with 6" and 9.2" for about 20 mins.  Line now held. D3 runs from the Cinder track backwards about 450 yards. Very good breastworks with good parados.
4th Trenches D3.  Very Quiet.  Think a German relief was carried out last night as new lot (?) very quiet.  Germans shelled Rue du Bois in the afternoon.  No damage. Relieved by Coldstream’s beginning at 9.15 p.m. completed 11.30.  We have to find fatigue party of 3 Officers and 300 men.  "B" company billets the night at Richebourg. 
Total casualties 2 Killed 12 Wounded
Graves Registration Report Form:- 
1/Scots Guadds (sic) 11485 BAXTER Pte. W. 
Date of Death 20.5.16 Plot, Row and Grave C 36
William Charles entry is 5th from the bottom of the page
[image: A close-up of a document

Description automatically generated]

Headstone Inscription
IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMISSION
11435, GUARDSMAN, W.C.BAXTER, SCOTS GUARDS,
19th May 1915, AGE 20, CROSS, IC 35, 186
(6th entry)
[image: https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2086989.JPG]
(Source T.N.A.)


Personal Headstone Inscription
IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMISSION
1004 /1E/186
SLEEP ON BELOVED, SLEEP AND TAKE THEY REST, WE LOVED THEE WELL BUT JESUS LOVES THEE BEST
GOODNIGHT
Mrs, C.A. Baxter, “Bruntlands”, The Grove, Felpham Nr, Bognor
(6th entry)
[image: https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2087081.JPG]
(Source T.N.A.)




Register of Soldiers Effects:- 
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William’s credits amounted to £4.8s.10d plus £3.0s.0d War Gratuity left to his Mother Chas (sic) Ann.



More than 16,000 casualties were sustained in the attack at Festubert, in support of the much larger French offensive to the South at Vimy Ridge. French losses there were over 102,000, against German almost 50,000, including those at Festubert.









De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour
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BAXTER, WILLIAM CHARLES, Private, No. 11485, 2nd Battn., Scots Guards, 2nd s. of William Baxter, Chief Officer of H.M. Coast Guards, at Felpham. Bognor, by his wife, Ann, dau.. of the late James McGowan: b. Thurso, co, Caithness, 2 July, 1894; volunteered after the outbreak of war, and enlisted 3 October 1914; served with The Expeditionary Force in France from 16 April, and died in the 1st Clearing Station at Chocques, 19 May following from wounds received in action the previous day. Buried in the British Section, Chocques Cemetery (Grave No. 157); unm.





















Index to Chocques Military Cemetery

BAXTER, Pte. William Charles, 11485.1st Bn. Scots Guards. Died of wounds 19th May 1915. Age 20. Son of W. and C.A. Baxter, of “Bruntlands” The Grove, Felpham, Bognor, Sussex.
I.C.35 (Column 1 entry 7)

[image: https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc5687873.JPG]


William's address is given as "Bruntlands" The Grove, Felpham.
Kelly's Directory for the 1950's shows ” Bruntlands” as number 8.
According to the Ordnance Survey Bruntlands is a hamlet in Moray, Scotland.
It is some 140 miles from Thurso, Caithness where William Charles was born. 
Perhaps at some time a holiday resort for the family
British Army medal index cards 1914-1920
Campaign 1914-15
Baxter William Charles Scots Guards Pte. 11485 (top left hand entry)
Entitled to Victory, British medals & 1915 star. D.of W.
Theatre of War France, Qualifying date 16.4.15 
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(Source T.N.A.)



Chocques Military Cemetery
Pas de Calais, France, ref. I C 35
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William Baxter died age 80 in 1943 and Charles (sic) in 1946 age 74.  They are both buried in St. Mary's churchyard ref: F129.  The grave is described as a rectangular kerbstone with four corner posts.
















Some years ago the author found in our garden a brass nameplate for

"W BAXTER 

COASTGUARD".
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How did it get to the Roundle Estate from Coastguard House?

Every One Remembered - Soldier Profile William charles Baxter
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teered on the outbreak of war, and enlisted in the Highland Light Infantry,
3 Sept. 1914 ; went to France 3 Jan. 1915, and was killed in action at the Battle
of Neuve Chapelle, 11-18 March following ; unm.
BAXTER, FREDERICK HENRY, Private, No. G. 3182, 8th (Service) Battn
The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Kegt.). of the late John Baxter, Blacksmith,
by his wife, Mary Elizabeth (43 Road, Dorking), dau. of Philip Stone,
and brother to Private P. g.0.) b. near Dorking, co. Surrey,
25 May, 1895 ; educ. Dorking ) voluntecred and enlisted 12 Sept.
erved with the Expeditionary Force in France from 1 Sept. 1915 ; was
severely wounded in the advance at Loos 26-27 of the same month, and died
in No.'18 Ambulance Train on the 28th. Buried in Abbeville Civil Cemetery ;
unm.
BAXTER, PHILIP JOHN WOOD, Private, No. 16439, 6th (Service) Battn.
The Northamptonshire Regt., #. of the late John Baxter, Blacksmith, by his
wife, Mary Elizabeth (45, St. Paul's Road, Dorking), dau. of Philip Stone, and
brother to Private Frederick Henry Baxter (¢.0.) ; b. Bearc Green, near Dorking,
co. Surrey, 19 July, 1893 ; cduc. Dorking National School; was on Kitchen
Staff of Rotherham & Co., High Street, Shoreditch ; enlisted in the 9th Cavairy
Reserve Hussars in Sepf. 1014; transferred to the Northamptonshire Regt.
about, Nov. 1014 ; wont to France 26 July, 1915, and was killed. in action ab
Carnoy, 13 April, 1916, His Captain wrote: * He was a splendid soldier, just
the sort of man one is proud to have under one ; always cheerful and mostly so
when things were most uncomfortatlo or_dangerous,” and his Sergeant: * He
was a good soldier, always ready to do his bit and to help others, and his loss
is deeply felt by all.”  Unm.
BAXTER, RALPH FREDERICK, 2nd Licut., Royal Sussex Regt., yst. s
of the late Tohn Henry Baxter, of Gilstou, Fife. by his wife. Ethel Louisa, dam. of
Frederick King, of Fryern, Pulborough; b. Edinburgh, 25 May, 18975 educ.
Ardvreck, Crieff, Charterhouse, and the Royal Military College, Sandhurst
(winning a Prize Cadetship in Aug. 1914, and passing out in Dec. the same year) ;
gazetted 2nd Lieut. 23 Dec. 1914, joining the 3rd_Battn. Royal Sussex Regt. :
was drafted to the 2nd Battn. at the front in May, 1915, and was killed in action
at Hulluch, near Vermelles, France, 25 Sept. following. Buried at Le Rutoire;
unm.

BAXTER, W., Private, No. 9080, 2nd-Battn. King’s Own Scottish Borderers,
5. of (—) Baxter, of Aberdeen; served with the Expeditionary Force ; killed in
action at La Bassée 18 Oct. 1914.

BAXTER, WILLIAM CHARLES, Private, No. 11485, 2nd Battn. Scots
Guards, 2nd . of William Baxter, Chief Officer of H.M. Coast Guards, at
Felpham, Bognor, by his wife, Aun, dau. of the late James McGowan: b,
Thurso, co. Caithness, 2 July, 1804 ; volunteered after the outbreak of war,
and enlisted 3 Oct. 1914 ; served with the Expeditionary Force in France from
16 April, 1915, and died in tho 1st Clearing Station at Chocques, 19 May follow-
ing from wounds received in_action the previous day. Buried in the British
Section, Chocques Cemetery [Grave No. 15715 unm.

BAYES, CHRISTOPHER HENRY, Private, No. 11320, 4th Battn. Royal
Fusiliers. s, of J. Bayes, of 8, Coleridge Road, Finsbury Park, N.: served with
the Expeditionary Force; reported missing 21 Oct. 1914, and now assumed

Killed.

BEAL, JAMES HENRY, Private, No. 15932,
D Coy., 1st Battn. (15th Foot) East Yorkshire
Regt., 5. of Thomas Beal, of Hull, by his wife,
b. Hull, co. \()l‘l\ 7 Oct. 1869 : was
in the omp[o) of Mesgrs, T. Wilson, Sons & Co. :
volunteered after the outbreak of war,
enlisted 23 Oct. 1914: served with the Ex:
peditionary Force in France from 22 April,
and was killed in action 9 Aug. 19
comrade wrote: I am pleased to be able bl)
say he died bravely and gamely, with his face
towards the German lines, where he was buried
with as much respect and ceremony as circum-
stances would permit of. Though we had not
had him with us very long, we had learnt to
respect him, and to value his worth both as
a comrade and as a man.” He m. Mary El
beth (47, Gillett Street, Hull), dau. of James
Beal, of Beverley, and had 10 children : George
Henry, .hlBﬂ{) :[) JO]]HSOR()\)P’E, b 6
V, . 21 Dec. 1907 ; homas
James Henry Beal. William, b. 28 April, 1009 : Arthur, b, 1 March,
1911; Elsic May, b. 7 Oct. 1895 ; Tucy Maud, b, 28 Oct. 1898 ; Lily, b. 26 Jan.
1901 ; Edith Trene, b. 21 Oct. 1903, and Ivy, b, 6 June, 1906
BEALE, SIMION, Priva No. 6554, East Kent Regt.; served with the
Expeditionary Force ; died at Hambourdin 25 Oct. 1914, from wounds ; m.

BEAMS, WILLIAM THOMAS, (afias Pilgrim), Private, No. 9498, 2nd The
Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regt.) ; cee Pilgrim.

BEAN, CHARLES REGINALD, Lieut., 1st Battn. (38th Foot) The South

Staffordshire Regt.; b. 1892; educ. Sherborne School ; on the Continent, and
the Royal Military Colloge, Sandhurst : was gazetted 2nd Lieut. South Stafford-
shire Regt. 22 Jan, 1913 ; served with the Expeditionary Force in France and
Flanders, and was killed in action near Ypres 26 Oct. 1914.

BEAN, JOHN THOMAS, Private, No. 180, 2nd Battn. (3rd Foot) The Buffs
(East Kent Regt.), eldest 5. of William Bean, of 72, Howdon Road, North
Shields, Fruiterer, by his wife, Sarah, dau. of (—) Redford ; b. North Shields.
co. Northumberland, 25 Dec. 1872 ; educ. Council School there; enlisted in the-
Royal Irish Rifles 20 Oct. 1892 ; served 10 years in India ; took his discharge
19 Oct. 1904, and then worked as a Miner ; enlisted in The Buffs at Canterbury”
after the outbreak of war; went to the front 14 Jan. 1915, and was killed in
action 23 April following, at the 2nd Battle of Ypres, being shot in the abdomen.
He m. at North Shiclds, 1 Sept. 1007, Mary (33, Easbern Terrace, East Howdon.
Newcastle-on-Tyne), dau. of John Gardner Allen, of Ringwould, near Dover.
and had a dau., Doris Redford, b. 23 Oct. 1908.

BEAN, MAURICE GORDON, Capt., 81st Pionecrs, Indian Army, eldest s
of Commander Maurice Bean, R.LM. (ret.), by his wife, Maria MacGregor, dau.
of the late Walter Snadden ; b. Rangoon, 27 Scpt. 1884 ; educ Bedford Grammar
School ; gazetted 2nd Lieut., unattd. Indian Army, 13 Aug. 1904, and on arrival
in India (27 Oct.) was attached to the 1st Essex Regt. at Bangalore for a year;
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INDEX No. Fr. 98 BATT, Pte. W. G., 1905I.
CHOCQUES shire Regt.
MIL. CEM. John and Eliza Jane Batt, of “ Malta.Cottage,”

FRANCE Pilton, Shepton Mallet, Somerset.

8th Bn. Gloucester-
26th Nov., 1915. Age 23. Son of

T.oF s ax}

BATTERSBY, Dvr. J., 78950. 39th Bde. Royal
Horse Artillery. 1oth Dec., 1915. Age 18. Son
of Mr. and Mrs. William Battersby, of 161,
Bag Lane, Atherton, Manchester. I. H. 42.

BATTS, Pte. W., 11773. 15t Bn. The King’s
Liverpool Regt. 23rd Nov., 1915. I. H. 25.

BAULK, Pte. J., 41699. 2nd Bn. Suffolk Regt.
15th June, 1918. Age 23. Son of Samuel and
Susan Baulk, of Shippea Hill Farm, Prickwillow,
Ely, Cambs. Special Memorial at II Memorial
Row.

BAUMBER, Pte. J., 201223. 1st/4th Bn. Lincoln-
shire Regt. 23rd Nov., 1917. I. N. 3.
BAXTER, Lce. Cpl. T. W., ¥#25078.
Supply Depot; Royal- Army Service Corps.
March, 1915. I. A. 4o.

BAXTER, Pte. William Charles, 11485. 1st Bn.
Scots Guards. Died of wounds 19th May, 1915.
Age 20. Son of W. and C. A. Baxter, of ¢ Brunt-
lands,” The Grove, Felpham, Bognor, Sussex.
1 PERY S ke LY

15th
12th

BEDFORD, Pte. William Joseph, 9o7110.
Bn. Canadian Inf. (Saskatchewan Regt.).

5th
Died
of wounds 26th Aug., 1917. Age 22. Son of
William and Tryphena Bedford, of Dundas,
Ontario. Native of Somerset, England. 1. M. 7.

BEDWARD, Pte. Percy James, 27365. 12th Bn.
Suffolk Regt. Killed accidentally 19th June,
1916. Age 19. Son of Thomas and Margaret
Bedward, of St. Christopher Place, Wigmore St.,
London. I. J. 10.

BELL, Pte. Walter Benson, 14135. 11th Bn.
Essex Regt. 3rd Oct., 1915. Age 21. Son of
Joseph Benson Bell and Rhoda Mary Bell, of
2, Avenue Rd., Brentwood, Essex. Native of
Bowness-on-Windermere, Westmorland. I. E.
123.

BELL, Pre. W., 19829. 4th Bn. The King’s
Liverpool Regt. 11th April, 1918. VI. A. 32.

BENFORD, Pte. J., L/10387. 6th Bn. Royal
West Kent Regt. 16th Jan., 1916. I. H. 68.

BENNETT, Lce. Serjt. A. E., 13338. 2nd Bn.
Grenadier Guards. r1oth Oct., 1915. I. G. 17.

10

BENNETT, Pte. Bernard, 203606. 1st/4th Bn.
Leicestershire Regt. Died of wounds 2nd July,
1917. Age 22. Son of Uriah and Rose Bennett,
of Brook St., Shepshed, Leicestershire. I. L. 16.

BENNETT, Pte. F. H.,, 104134. 7th Bn.
Canadian Inf. (British Columbia Regt.). 18th
Aug,, 1917. I. L. 46.

BENNETT, Gnr. Harry, 10315. “D?” Bty.
2515t Bde. Royal Field Artillery. 18th April,
1918. Age 22.° Son of Henry and Fanny
Bennett, of Long Crichel, Wimborne, Dorset.
BN T

BENNETT, Rfn. Henry, S/27107. 13th Bn.
The Rifle Brigade. 2nd March, 1917. Age 36.
Son of Alice Sarah Bennett; husband of Robina
Darling Bennett, of 38, Peckham Park Rd., Old
Kent Rd., London. I. J. 147.

BENTLEY, Pte. F., 3399. 1st Bn. Hertford-
shire Regt. 9th Sept., 1915. I. D. go.

BERRY, Pte. E. G., §/352. 6th Bn. The Buffs.
15th Oct., 1915. I. G. 45.

BERRY, Pte. John, 276353. 1st/7th Bn. Man-
chester - Regt. Died of appendicitis, after an
operation, 27th Jan., 1918. Age 20. Son of
John and Nellie Berry, of 24, Tipper St., Hulme,
Manchester. I. O.

BERRY, Pte. ]oseph, 125814 7th Bn. Loyal
North Lancs Regt. Died of wounds 27th Oct.,
1915. Age 19. Son of Joseph and Nancy Berry,
of 33, Linney St., Wigan, Lancs. I. G. 86.

BERRY, Pte. W., go. 2nd Bn. The Queen’s.
15t PEC, IHTS B S HE s

BEST, Pte. Charles Leonard, 28201. 2nd Bn.
Wiltshire Regt. 3rd Sept., 1918. Age 18. Son
of John and Sarah Best, of §, Tartan St., Clayton,
Manchester. II. B. 12.

BETTS, Pte. C. G., 13871. 1st Bn. Northampton-
shire Regt. 1oth May, 1915. I. A. 9o.

BEVAN, Pte. Laurence Percy, 2211. “D ” Coy.
4th Bn. Cameron Highlanders. Died of wounds
19th May, 1915. Age 27. Son of John Percy
Bevan, of Wimbledon, London. I. C. 29.

BEVERIDGE, Pte. John, 14555. 13th Bn.
Royal Scots. 14th Sept., 1915. Age 24. Son
of John and Susan Beveridge, of Ardeer Square,
Stevenston ; husband of Agnes Nellis Breckenridge
(formerly Bevendge), of !4, Parkend Rd.,
Saltcoats, Ayrshire. I. 98.
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