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Cyril Jackson lived in The Manor House, Limmer Lane, Felpham, Bognor Regis. 
The Manor House still exists today within Felpham Village.
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Complaining to the King about the quality of stationery available in the village. 

This is a thank you letter that I have that was written to King George IV just a few months prior to Cyril Jacksons death, it has been rumoured that the King did visit Cyril in Felpham, shortly after this letter, but I have been unable to verify this
              [image: Picture 12]  
A single line to thank  George  for your very kind letter and for enclosing a £10 note, that at # for the two accounts may to last #
Always for George    Grateful and devoted servant     Cyril Jackson

Felpham March 3 1819

I  beg pardon for the # of the letter and but it is the only one  I could get in the village 

# unsure what these words are
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William Blakes historical neighbour, Cyril Jackson

Another source of happiness for William Blake at Felpham was the natural beauty which surrounded
him, and which the transplanted Londoner keenly enjoyed.

'A cottage which is more beautiful than | had thought it, and more convenient; a perfect model for
cottages,' Blake had written of his new home on his first arrival. It is still standing and is on the
southern or seaward side of the village. It is really a cottage; a long, shallow, white-faced house, one
room deep, containing but six in all, —small and cosy; three on the ground-floor, opening one into
another, and three above. Its latticed windows look to the front; at back the thatched roof comes
sweeping down almost to the ground. A thatched wooden veranda, which runs the whole length of
the house, forming a covered way, paved with red brick, shelters the lower rooms from a southern
sun; a little too much so at times, as the present tenant (a coast-guardsman) complains. The
entrance is at the end of this veranda, out of the narrow lane leading from the village to the sea. In
front lies the slip of garden (there is none at back), enclosed by a low, flint wall.

In front of that again is a private way, shaded with evergreens, to the neighbouring large red brick
mansion, surrounded by ample gardens, in which Cyril Jackson, Dean of Christ Church and Tutor to
George IV. once lived.

Beyond, cornfields stretch down to the sea, which is but a few furlongs distant, and almost on the
same level,—the coast here being low and crumbling. To the right are scattered one or two
labourers' humble cottages, with their gardens and patches of cornfield. Further seaward are two
windmills standing conspicuously on a tongue of land which shuts off adjacent Bognor from sight.
The hideous buildings now to be descried in that direction were not extant in Blake's time. His upper
or bedroom windows commanded a glorious view of the far-stretching sea, with many a white sail
gleaming at sunset in the distance, on its way betwixt the Downs and the chops of the Channel’.
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St Marys Church Felpham

PrIUCIPAL TESIUCIITE,

FELPHAIM, a par. in the bund. of Aviird senoof |
Arundel, co. Sussex, 1 mile E. of Bognor, its post town,
and 3 miles S.W. of Yapton, the nearest station on the
London and South Coast railway. It is situated on the
sea-coast, and includes the hmlts. of Aucton and Flams-
ham. In the will of King Alfred this place is written
Felham. 'This part of the county is frequently over-
flowed by the sea. The soil is generally good, except
alogg'tha sea-shore. The living is a vie.* in the dioc,
of Chichester, val. £166, in the patron. of the dean and
chapter. The church is supposed to have been built in
the 15th century, and has recently undergonea I
repuir. It is dedicated to St. Mary, and contains a
tablet

epitaphtow:ihtteenmmoﬁ:i)pni;ﬂg;. Jmk:l;:lh, &
tutor of George 1V., lies buried here.
According to the Church Warden, introduced to me by Father John,
Cyril Jacksons headstone was relocated from its original placing
when the extension to the church was undertaken.

o

Also the stain glass east window of the church, when restored in 1855,
was dedicated to his memory
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Biography of Cyril Jackson (1746-1819)

JACKSON, CYRILL (1746—1819), dean of Christ Church, Oxford, born in Yorkshire in 1746, was
the elder son of Cyril Jackson, M.D. His mother was Judith Prescot, widow of William Rawson
of Nidd Hall and Bradford, who died in 1745, leaving to her the estate and manor of Shipley in
the parish of Bradford. This property passed to her sons, Cyril and William Jackson

Cyril was, after some slight teaching at Halifax, admitted into Manchester grammar school on
6 Feb. 1755 He soon migrated to Westminster School, and in 1760 became a king's scholar
on its foundation. Here he was known as one of Dr William Markham's two favourite pupils,
and to his master's favour he was partly indebted for his success in life. In 1764 he was
elected a scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge; but with the prospect of a studentship at
Christ Church, Oxford, he matriculated there as a commoner on 26 June 1764, and the
following Christmas was appointed student. He graduated B.A. 1768, M.A. 1771, B.D. 1777,
and D.D. 1781.

When Markham was selected as preceptor to the two eldest sons of George lll, Jackson
became, on his recommendation, the sub-preceptor (12 April 1771). From this position he
was dismissed in 1776, when all the other persons holding similar places about the princes
resigned their posts; but his salary was paid to him for some time afterwards. The Duke of
York told Samuel Rogers that Jackson conscientiously did his duty John Nicholls attributes his
removal to the peevishness of the Earl of Holderness, the governor of the prince, and
considered it ‘a national calamity. Jackson afterwards took holy orders, and from 17 May
1779 to 1783 held the preachership at Lincoln's Inn. In 1779 he was also created canon of
Christ Church, Oxford, and in 1783 became dean, whereupon the Prince of Wales wrote a
letter of thanks to Fox, expressive of his warm admiration and friendship for Jackson. Two
minor preferments were the rectory of Kirkby in Cleveland, to which he was collated in 1781,
and a prebendal stall in Southwell Collegiate Church, which was given to him in 1786.

At Christ Church Jackson soon became famous. He possessed a genius for government and
enforced discipline without any distinction of persons. He took a large share in framing the
‘Public Examination Statute,’ and always impressed upon his undergraduates the duty of
competing for exhibitions and prizes. Every day he entertained at dinner some six or eight
members of the foundation, and on his annual travel in some part of the United Kingdom
took the most promising pupil of the year for his companion. He was a good botanist and a
student of architecture, and under his charge the buildings and walks of Christ Church were
greatly improved. By some he was considered cold in his manners and arbitrary in his tone,
but Polwhele and John James, then an undergraduate at Queen's College, praise his kindly
bearing (Letters of Radcliffe and James).
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C. Kirkpatrick Sharpe wrote of him in 1798 as ‘a very handsome oldish man’. Copleston highly
commended his talent in governing and his love of encouraging youth. He declined the
bishopric of Oxford in 1799 and the primacy of Ireland in 1800. When offered an English see
on a later occasion he is said to have remarked: ‘Nolo episcopari. Try Will [i.e. his brother];
he'll take it.” In 1809 he resigned his deanery, and retired to the Manor House at Felpham,
near Bognor, in Sussex.

He died there on 31 Aug. 1819. Over his grave in the churchyard is a stone with his name,
age, and date of death only; but the east window of the church, when restored in 1855, was
dedicated to his memory. An excellent portrait of him by Owen hangs in Christ Church hall
and has been engraved by C. Turner. From it was executed the statue by Chantrey, which was
placed in 1820, at the cost of Jackson's pupils, in the north transept of the cathedral. By the
death of his brother without a will considerable wealth fell to him, which was subsequently
inherited by his near relation, Cyril George Hutchinson, rector of Batsford in Gloucestershire.

Many illustrious men were under Jackson's charge at Christ Church, among them Canning, Sir
Robert Peel, and Charles Wynn. Several letters to and from him are in Parker's ‘Sir R. Peel,’
and in one of them Jackson characteristically recommends ‘the last high finish’ of oratory by
the continual reading of Homer. Abboat, first lord Colchester, was his chief friend, and
obtained much political gossip from him. Jackson helped to bring about the removal of
Addington from the premiership in 1804. For some years he kept a diary of his life and times,
which, with characteristic caution, he afterwards destroyed; but his political intrigues are
visible in the ‘Diaries of the first Earl of Malmsbury,’ in Lord Colchester's ‘Diary’ (passim), and
in Dean Pellew's ‘Life of Lord Sidmouth,’ Jackson was considered to excel in Greek
scholarship, and about 1802 he and the Rev. John Stokes of Christ Church, Oxford, began
printing at the Clarendon press an edition of the history of Herodotus; but it was soon
stopped, and almost every copy destroyed. The printed sheets are preserved at the British
Museum (cf. Manchester School Register, ii. 272). Parr's not unnatural comment on him was:
‘Stung and tortured as he is with literary vanity, he shrinks with timidity from the eye of
criticism.” Jackson is described under the name of President Herbert in R. Plumer Ward's
novel of ‘De Vere,” and a caricature by Dighton, in which his stoop is well brought out, depicts
him as walking with one or two companions.
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Oyril Jackson(1746—1819)
The famous Dean of Christ Church, and tutor to George IV
Died in The Manor House, Felpham,

He was born in Yorkshire and was an outstanding academic, in 1771 he was chosen to be sub-
preceptor to the two eldest sons of King George Ill retiring to Felpham 1809 and died in 1819, being
buried at St Marys, Felpham.

Within the following research application pack you will see evidence to support the proposal to
honour the achievements of this local man, including copies of published and archival references
along with a location plan.

| believe the subject is particularly eminent and deserving of recognition, having made important
positive contributions enhancing our education system along with serving our King and country.

Proposed address for plaque: The Manor House, Limmer Lane, Felpham, Bognor Regis.

Nature of the association with the above named address: Where he spent his last ten years.

Brief account of the life and achievements: Cyril Jackson was educated at Manchester Grammar
School, Westminster School and the University of Oxford. was appointed in 1779 to the preachership
at Lincoln’s Inn and to a canonry at Christ Church, His devotion to the college led him to decline the
Bishopric of Oxford in 1799. He took a leading part in framing the statute which, in 1802, launched
the system of public examinations.

Christ Church has many notable alumni including thirteen British prime ministers (more than any
other Oxbridge college), King Edward VI, King William Il of the Netherlands, seventeen Archbishops,
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